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Navigating Year 11 with
Confidence

e Tools, Tips & Triumphs




GEM

There are 132 school days left before the first
GCSE exam for summer 2026.

We learn best and remember more when
knowledge is revisited regularly, connected to prior
learning, and applied in different contexts.




This evening we will

Three Voices, One Journey

® Introduction and overview of the year

@ Cognitive science

@ Trend Analysis, Our Commitment to You

@ Practical strategies

@ Core subject leaders

® Commitment to suceed



Key Dates

@ 6th Form open evening
22nd October 2025

© Mock Exam Series 1

Start 24th November 2025
Results 16th December 2025

@ Parents Evening - Face to Face
14th January 2026

@ Mock Exam Series 2
2nd March 2026

@ GCSE Exam Series 2
5th May 2026




GCSEs in 2000 vs. GCSEs in 2026: What's Changed?

Grading System

Assessment Style

Content Difficulty

Linear vs. Modular Structure




GCSEs in 2000 vs. GCSEs in 2026: What's Changed?

Literacy and Mathematical Rigor

Exam Expectations

GCSEs today are more challenging, content-heavy, and exam-focused

Time




Grit and Help, support and
determination guidance

to succeed

T

Subject knowledge and curriculum/exam board expertise



Working as a team?

® Teachers
@ pupi

@ Parents




How We Conquered GCSEs and
Prepared for the Future




How did you feel
when you
recelved your
results?






What revision
techniques were
effective for you?









What would
you do
differently?









What are your top
tips for Year 11

puplils and

parents?










What would you
say to any pupll
feeling

disheartened?










Good luck, Year 11!

Max, Justin, Sofia and
Emma



Cognitive Science

It is how we think, learn, and remember

* How memory works
* The power of testing
* How to avoid overload

* The importance of feedback



How memory

Learning a little bit regularly over several days or weeks (called spaced practice) helps information stay in the
brain longer, and testing yourself by trying to recall facts without looking at notes strengthens memory much
more than just rereading.

Use flashcards

Practice past papers in chunks
Self-quizzing

Regular short reviews

Mix subjects

Mind Maps




Flashcards

Choose Your Topic
Open Your Al Tool
Generate Questions and Answers:

Ask the Al to create flashcard-style questions and answers for your topic.

Review and Edit
Write or Type Them Out
Or use digital flashcard apps like Quizlet to enter the Q&A pairs.

Use Your Flashcards Regularly




Mind Mapping
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The power of

Regularly testing yourself on what you’ve learned—not just reading notes—helps
strengthen your memory and makes it easier to recall information during exams.

How Students Can Use Testing to Learn
« Use practice quizzes
« Explain topics aloud
» Write what they remember
« Use apps with quizzes

How Parents Can Support Testing at Home

* Quiz them

« Encourage ‘teach-back’

* Create mini-tests

» Use flashcards together: Go through flashcards and test each other to make learning interactive.




How to avoid

Breaking study time into smaller chunks with regular breaks helps prevent your brain from getting
overwhelmed, making it easier to focus and remember information.

 Study in short sessions

* Focus on one topic at a time

* Use checklists
» Create a quiet, clutter-free study space

e Limit distractions




The importance of

feedback

Getting clear, specific feedback helps your child understand what they’re doing
well and where they need to improve, so they can focus their efforts and learn
more effectively.

How Students Can Use Feedback During Independent Study
* Review marked work
« Set improvement goals
* Use answer guides:
 Reflect on progress

How Parents Can Support Feedback at Home
* Discuss feedback

* Encourage corrections

» Celebrate improvements

* Help set goals




Science Revision

™ CAROUSEL

NNNNNNN



Five ways to support your child with

their Carousel homework

Carousel is an online quizzing platform that we use for homework. Students have access
to question and answer flashcards which they use independently to learn important
knowledge and then complete a quiz to test their knowledge.

Flashcard

revise Take quiz

As time goes on, students will learn more and more in school. In order to make sure they
don't forget all this information, Carousel uses evidence-based strategies to help
strengthen their memories over the long term.



https://youtu.be/RczbBVryazY



https://youtu.be/RczbBVryazY

The best way to use Carousel is over time, not just all in one evening. Instead of
doing all the work the night before it is due, make sure students do one short round
of flashcards on one day, another round of flashcards on another day and the quiz
on a third day. As much as possible, they should spread it out. For example:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Teacher sets 5-10 mins 10-15 mins . 5-10 mins . Homework
homework flashcards flashcards Quiz + mark flashcards Retake quiz due

When they are doing the flashcards, make sure they are speaking out
or writing down their answers, rather than just thinking about it in their heads.

Ask them some questions from the flashcards and make sure that their answers
are the same (or very similar to) the flashcard answers.

SCAN

Mark their quiz with them and make sure they are
9 4 FOR VIDEO

being honest about what they got right and wrong.

Make sure that if they get less than 80% on the quiz, they
go back to the flashcards first, and then retake the quiz.




* On the website all pupils will have access to links to study packs - which contain all the
retrieval flash cards for the science.

* This allows pupils to review and test themselves using older topics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgPvsMq3IVo



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgPvsMq3IVo

Math Revision

Exams Overview

« & 3 papers (1 non-calc, 2 calculator)

. 90 minutes each

e # 80 marks each
. @ Exam board: Pearson Edexcel

* & Any topic can appear on any paper



How We Support Students

[[[[ ~50-mark assessment every 3 weeks — QLA +

feedback
B Maths Club: 4x per week (M108, 3.15-3.45)

L] Weekly homework on DrFrostMaths

e

Weekly half past paper + QR code video

solutions (Hannah Kettle Maths)



Working Together for Success

& Online tools: Dr Frost, MathsGenie, Corbett
Maths

& Revision guides & exam practice packs
recommended

R Start now - small steps build confidence

& Every grade gained = more future choices



English Revision

English GCSE at a Glance

English Literature English Language

Component 1: Shakespeare (Macbeth) + Poetry Component 1: 20th-century Reading +

Anthology comparison Narrative/Description writing

Component 2: Post-1914 (An Inspector Calls), 19th- Component 2: Non-fiction Reading + Transactional
century (A Christmas Carol), Unseen Poetry Writing (two real-world tasks)

@ The two Language writing sections (Narrative & Transactional) are the highest-value writing tasks.



Teaching Great Literature Essays

01 02 03

WHO HOW ZOOM

The idea or moment named in the The writer's method (image, contrast, 1-3 exact words — precise meaning
question motif, stagecraft) (no long quotes)

04 05

WHAT WHY

Effect now in the scene Bigger message or theme

Parent tip: "Which word did you zoom on? What meaning did you pull from it?"




Mastering Narrative Writing

What Examiners Reward

Clear shape, confident voice, and accurate, varied sentences.

Weekly Routine

e Vocabulary: Learn 10 precise words weekly; use in Friday's 150-
word scene

e Reading lens: 10 mins daily spotting techniques to steal
e Practice: One micro-scene weekly (120-180 words)

e Timing: 10-minute plan + 35-minute write

©  Parent nudge: "Read me your best
sentence. Which word did you
choose on purpose?"



Building Transactional Writing Skills

Grow Cultural Capital Write Small, Often

e Read 1 article daily (mix news, features, One opening + one developed paragraph each week
opinion pieces) in article, letter, or speech style.

e Watch one documentary fortnightly; write 3- Examiners reward: purpose/audience awareness,
sentence takeaway logical structure, credible real-world voice.

e Weekly dinner-table debate; swap sides for/against

Parent nudge: "What's the writer's aim? Which method did you spot (anecdote, statistic, rhetorical question)?"



Flashcards

Choose Your Topic
Open Your Al Tool
Generate Questions and Answers:

Ask the Al to create flashcard-style questions and answers for your topic.

Review and Edit
Write or Type Them Out
Or use digital flashcard apps like Quizlet to enter the Q&A pairs.

Use Your Flashcards Regularly




Short, focused
revision sessions.
Plentiful breaks.
Include plenty of
active recall.
Spaced repetition.
Use past papers
and practice
questions and the
mark schemes.
Discipline over
motivation!

Select a
single task
to focus on

00O
The Pomodoro Technique

% = ©

Set a timer
and work
continuously
for 25
minutes

Take a
productive 5
minute
break

@ &

Take a
longer break
for 30
Repeatfor4  minutes and

rounds repeat



4:30 - 5:15 Maths Revision Maths Revision English Lit Revision English Lit Revision English Language
Revision

5:15-5:30 Break Break Break Break Break

5:30 - 6:15 Physics Revision Spanish Revision RE Revision Music Revision Physics Revision

6:15 - 6:30 Break Break - Break Break

6:30 - 7:15 Biology Revision History Revision Chemistry Biology Revision
Revision

7:15 Onwards Rest - dinner, time with family, fun! Light review if needed - Quizlet / mind map etc.

During the week - three 45 minute focused sessions with plenty of breaks.
Time built in for activities - e.g. football, dance, Guides etc.

Time built in for dinner, family time and a good rest at night!

Pupils can write down exactly what they want to cover - e.g. ‘Angles’ for Maths.



| saturday

10:00 - 10:45am

10:45 - 11:00am
11:00 - 11:45am
11:45 - 12pm
12:00 - 12:45pm
12:45 - 1:30pm
1:30 - 2:15pm
2:15 - 2:30pm
2:30 - 3:15pm
15:15 Onwards

Maths Revision English Literature Revision
Break Break

English Lit Revision Spanish Revision

Break Break

Biology Revision English Language Revision
LUNCH LUNCH

Physics Revision RE Revision

Break Break

Chemistry Revision History Revision

Rest - dinner, time with family, fun! Light review if needed - Quizlet / mind map etc.

Pupils can write down exactly what they want to cover - e.g. ‘Angles’ for Maths.
Planning ahead and starting early means that days out can be added to the revision
timetable and enjoyed without worry.

Morning football game? Start the revision later and don’t miss out on fun. Just aim for 5
X 45 minute focused revision sessions per day at the weekend, most weeks.



Seneca Learning

* We use Seneca Learning to set revision tasks for all of Year 11.

* These tasks will be set by the Curriculum Team Leads weekly.

* The tasks are intended to help pupils to revise the core knowledge.

* Teachers can monitor pupils’ engagement and progress and
identify gaps and misconceptions.

* Parents can also be invited to view pupils’ completed tasks and
outcomes.

* Pupils log on using the Microsoft option and their school email
address.



Edulink

* You will have been sent instructions on how to view your child’s
Edulink. Contact us if you cannot find them.

* View your child’s Edulink profile regularly. This profile gives you
iInformation on what homework your child has been set.



G ) https://www/7.edulinkone.com/#!/
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; + S | Hello, K Hughes CHILDREN:

DOCUMENTS S5EN

EXAMS

Il
o

ACCOUNT INFO
=2

ACGHIEVEMENT




why we are so proud

70 OT oUr students went on to university.
(National trend is 45%)

 We were seventh in the city for 'Value Added'

 45% who went to Uni went to Russell Group
Unis. Vs 20% national figure.

 Qur external applicants tell us that we are the
aspirational choice for them

 Traditional curriculum.

ST EDWARD’S
COLLEGE

SIXTH FORM



why does this matter now?

 Look at the entry requirements for the A levels and
BTECs you are interested in?

Do they match your target grades?

* If not, what do you need to do to bridge the gap?

Do you have a career in mind already?

* If so, will they look at your GCSEs?

ST EDWARD’S
COLLEGE

SIXTH FORM



Where do | look™?

Grades held by € Offer rate for UK school &

st R —— Choose your future

Q Search everything

Discover Applying Money & student life International Q o R Sign in

Clearing 2025

A*A*A* 152 I & 0 S 1 % &

Courses Uni & Colleges Apprenticeships Employers Events Subject guides Career guides Industry guides

Most common

[£] BE
: NOT GOING TO UNI? JOINTHE

L\ ™ T0DISCOVER

0 2 ’ y 8

Offer rate for UK school & e, ; ¢ y o m 'ND

Grades held by

accepted students college leavers

A*A*A* Students

who app
course v

AAB i ccC 100%

Most common

Highest grades

Lowest grades

ABB Students aged 17/18
who applied to this

course were offered a

e ST EDWARD’S
Lowest grades C O L L E G E

SIXTH FORM

Highest grades



Vhere do | look? Apprenticeship.gov.uk

- (O O https//www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices# A Y3 ) v= (Signin &
§ Apprenticeships APPRENTICES EMPLOYERS INFLUENCERS
)

Aretheyrightforyou? @ Howdotheywork? Getstarted Browseapprenticeships  Apprentice support centre
Get the app Hide message

Already an apprentice? Better manage your apprenticeship on the go - download Your

HOME > APPRENTICES

ST EDWARD’S
COLLEGE

Find out how to become an apprentice, what




Choosing the right course

Be aspirational but at the same time
realistic

Think about what you want to do as a
career- if you don't know, choose
something you enjoy
Be prepared to be flexible S _

ST EDWARD’S
COLLEGE

SIXTH FORM



University Application Key Dates %‘f

ST EDWARD’S
COLLEGE
SIXTH FORM
UCAS search tool for 2027 Completed applications can be Deadline for applications for early
application opens submitted entry Deadline for all UCAS applications

Apr. 2026 11 May 2026 1 Sep. 2026 25 Sep. 2026 13 Oct. 2026 23 Oct. 2026 13 Jan. 2027 25 June 2027

Undergraduate applications open Early Applicants MUST Deadline for all SEC students Deadline for UCAS entry 2027
for 2027 entry. UCAS open for submit applications ready for SEC to complete personal statements entry

registration. to check



Year 11 Revision Pupil and Parent

Session




